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SUBJ: ARGENT I HE EDITOR OBTAINS ASYLUM IN VENEZUELA 

REF: A) BUENOS AIRES 1932, Cl BUENOS AIRES 1957, 

1. SUMMARY: "LA SIMANA" FDITOR JORGE FONTEVECCHIA 
LEFT ARGENTINA MARCH 30 TOGO INTO EXILE IN VENEZUELA. 

ONE OF HIS COLLEAGUES CAME TO THE EMBASSY ON MARCH 31 TO 
PRESS FOR ASYLUM IN THE U. S. FOR FONTEVECCHIA (WHO WAS 
REFUSED BY US ON MARCH 251. THIS CASE MAY PUT A TEMPORARY 
CHILL ON ARGENTINE -VENEZUELAN RELATIONS. MEANWHILE . THE 
PRESIDENTIAL DECREE THAT BANNED THE LAST ISSUE OF. 71 a” 
SEMANA" WAS NULLIFIED ON MARCH 30"byT JUDGE. WHO SAIO THAT 
THE. CONTENT: OF THAT ISSUE DID NOT JUSTIFY THE EXECUIIVE 
8RAHCH DECISION TO CONFISCATE IT. . HE ORDERED THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO RETURN ALL .CONFISCATED COPIES WITH IN 
24 'HOURS. ‘’END SUMMARY. 

2. (U) ARGENTINE NEWSPAPERS REPORTED WITH CONSIDERABLE 
COVERAGE OH MARCH 31 THAT “I A SfMANA" MAGAZINE EDITOR 
JORGE FONTEVECCHIA FLEW ‘iNTO EXILE IN VENEZUELA ON MARCH 
30. FONTEVECCHIA HAO BEEN IN THE VENEZUELAN EMBASSY SINCE 
MARCH 2S (SEE REFTEIS A AND Bl. AS HE LEFT THE EMBASSY 
ACCOMPANIED EY THE VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR, FCNTEVECCH I A 
WAS CHEERED BY A CROWD OF ABOUT 150 PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN 
WAITING TO GIVE HIM ENCOURAGEMENT. THE CROWD INCLUDED 
FELLOW JOURNALISTS AND HIS FATHER, WHO SAID THAT HIS SON 
WOULD NOT RETURN TO ARGENTINA BEFORE THERE IS A CHANGE OF 
GOVERNMENT. 


5. (U) THE JUDGE ADDED THAT THE STORY ON THE ACTIVITIES 
OF NAVY COMMANDER ALFREDO ASTI! DURING THE WAR AGAINST 
SUBVERSION AND OUR INS THE SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFLICT LAST 
YEAR "DOES NOT MAKE ANY CHARGES AGAINST THE ARMED FORCES 
Ml GENIAL, BUT AGAINST ONE OF ITS MEMBERS." THE JUDGE'S 
- RULING ALSO ADDED THAT THE PUBLICATION ONLY REPRODUCES 
— WHAT HAD ALREADY BEEN REPORTED BY FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS. 
FONTEVECCNI/i'S FATHER, WHO IS THE RESIDENT Cf EDITORIAL 
PERFIl, TOLD THE PRESS THAT THE EDITORIAL POLICY OF THE 
_ COMPANY WOULD HOT BE CHANGED BY WHAT HAD HAPPENED DURING 
THE PAST WEEK. SHL AUOEMAN 
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3. Jfc SAMUEL GELBlUHG, ALSO WITH "LA SEMANA", CAME TO OUR 
EMBASSY ON MARCH 31 TO PRESS FOR ASYLUM IN THE U.S. FOR 
FONTEVECCHIA (WHO WAS REFUSED BY US ON MARCH 25 - SEE 
REFTEL A). EMBOFFS EXPLAINED TO GELOLUNG OUR POLICY ON 
ASYLUM. CELBLUNG THEN SAIO THAT "EDITORIAL PERTH", A 
MAJOR BUENOS AIRES PUBLISHING HOUSE AND PUBLISHER OF 
“LA SEMANA", HAS AN OFFICE IN NEW YORK CITY AND WAS 
THINKING OF “SENDING FONTEVECCHIA THERE Dll ASSIGNMENT 
UNTIL AFTER THE CHANGE Of GOVERNMENT IN BUENOS AIRES." 
EMBOFFS SUGGESTED FONTEVECCHIA CONTACT THE U.S. EMBASSY 
IN CARACAS IF HE WANTS TO APPLY FOR A VISA, WHILE MAKING 
CLEAR THAT FONTEVECCHIA MUST ESTABLISH HIS ELIGIBILITY, 
WHICH IS NOT NECESSARILY ASSURED. 


4. (Ul IN A SEPARATE DEVEJJJPMFNT, JUDGE JUAN RAMQN OE 
ESTRADA RULED VOID ON TtfCCHL 30 THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH DECREE 
THAT BANNED 1AST WEEK'S ISSUE OF "LA SEMANA", AND ORDERED 
THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO RTTUITN ALL CONFISCATED COPIES TO 
•EDITORIAL PERFIL WITHIN 24_KOUfiS. IN HIS RULING THE 
JUDGE SAIO THAT “CONST IT UT I ON AL -FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND 
PRESS. IMPLIES THAT ALL CIT I ZENS HAVE— THE-R+GHT-f REEL Y TO 
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